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       Michael  
   Knost

AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR DISCUSSES HORROR,  
WEST VIRGINIA, MOTHMAN

That was until fifth grade, when a 
teacher saw something in the young 
Logan resident that prompted him 
to give the student an alternate 
assignment. Mr. Bill Marino handed 
his reluctant student a worn science 
fiction novel and told him to read it. 
Better still, he told him that while 
he was reading the book, he would 
be exempt from homework. No book 
report, either. Just a simple discussion 
with Mr. Marino when he finished.

Knost thought he’d outsmarted 
his teacher when he planned to take 
a long time to read the book. That 
evening, though, when he opened 
Arthur Clarke’s “Childhood’s End,” he 
couldn’t put it down until he’d read the 
final word.

“I was hooked,” recalled Knost. 
“It was the first book I ever read for 
enjoyment. He saw something. … He 
knew he had me.”

Well prepared, the teacher arrived 
at school the next day with a box of 
classic science fiction, horror and 
fantasy novels — works by Isaac 
Asimov, Robert Heinlein, Theodore 
Sturgeon, J.R.R. Tolkien. Knost read 
one after the next throughout the 
school year, excused from homework 

as long as he read and discussed the 
books with his teacher.

“I still love all of them. … It changed 
my life,” Knost said. “Even if I’d never 
become a writer, he changed my way 
of thinking. I wanted to learn. It was 
like he opened a portal to millions of 
worlds. And, really, that’s what books 
do. Every time you read a book, you 
enter another world.”

It wasn’t just the love of reading 
that hooked him, but a new thirst 
for knowledge, especially regarding 
science.

“So many think sci-fi is just 
adventure and aliens,” he said. “The 
truth is sci-fi was written almost 
always for scientists. They are the 
what-if books. So many things came 
about because of sci-fi. I am a fan of 
science because of that.”

Knost went on to become the first 
in his family to finish high school 
and go to college, where he majored 
in marketing. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, beginning in 1985, and 
later led a successful career in radio, 
doing morning shows as “Mad Dog 
Mike” and managing stations in West 
Virginia and neighboring states.

The writing bug didn’t really bite, 

he said, until a minister doing a show 
on a Christian radio station Knost 
managed asked him for a critique. 
Knost obliged, helping not only to 
improve the show but guide that 
preacher and others to syndication. 
As a result, his first book, written 
under his real name, Michael Collins, 
followed. His marketing background 
helped him research the writers’ 
market so well that he selected the 
10 publishers he deemed most likely 
to publish his book, prepared 10 
manuscripts, and planned to send the 
first, then the next upon receiving a 
rejection letter, and so forth. He never 
received a rejection. “Radio Minstry 
101: How to Start or Improve Your 
Radio Broadcast Ministry,” with audio, 
was such a hit with the publisher and 
the Christian market, Collins went on 
to publish a second book in the same 
genre at the publisher’s request.

The connections between radio, 
marketing and writing began to click, 
and Knost began thinking of himself 
as a writer. He began attending 
workshops and soon found himself 
editing anthologies. Along the way, 
due to obvious differences between 
the Christian and horror markets, he 
changed his writing name to Michael 
Knost — a nice marketing move, given 
that it places his horror novels on 
bookstore shelves between Stephen 
King and Dean Koontz.

These days, Michael Collins is mayor 
of Chapmanville, where he lives with 

STORY BY AUDREY STANTON-SMITH

Believing an award-winning author once hated school 
sounds akin to believing in the ghosts and monsters 
who haunt some of his novels. But Michael Knost, 

then known only as Michael Collins, hated school.



“I GET FRUSTRATED 
WHEN I HEAR PEOPLE 

TALK ABOUT HORROR AS 
THE JUNK FOOD OF THE 

LITERARY WORLD.”
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his wife, Jewell, his daughter, Bella, 
and their zombie goldfish (zombie 
because when one goldfish expires, 
it is quickly replaced so it seems to 
live forever). And Michael Knost is a 
Bram Stoker Award-winning editor 
and author of science fiction, fantasy, 
horror, and supernatural thrillers.

His name appears as editor of 
several anthologies, including the 
regionally popular “Legends of the 
Mountain State” series. His “Writers 
Workshop of Horror” won the 2009 
Bram Stoker Award in England for 
superior achievement in nonfiction. 

His critically acclaimed “Writers 
Workshop of Science Fiction & 
Fantasy” is an Amazon No. 1 bestseller. 
His novel, “Return of the Mothman” 
was a finalist for the Bram Stoker 
Award for superior achievement in a 
first novel. Most recently, his “Author’s 
Guide to Marketing with Teeth” was 
a 2016 finalist for the Bram Stoker 
Award for superior achievement in 
nonfiction, and the Horror Writers 
Association recently honored Knost 
with its prestigious Silver Hammer 
Award for his work as mentorship 
chair for the international writer 

organization.
As mentorship chair, Knost pairs 

aspiring writers with professionals. It’s 
simply another thing he does, along 
with workshops and classes, to help 
other writers and promote his favorite 
genre, horror.

“I get frustrated when I hear people 
talk about horror as the junk food of 
the literary world,” he said. “A lot of 
good horror books have great stories.”

“Return of the Mothman,” for 
instance, is about a man who moves 
back to West Virginia to care for his 
dying grandmother. Within it is a love 
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story and the inner struggles of a coal 
miner. “So it’s not about the mothman, 
but about a man,” Knost said. “The 
Mothman just happens to be in it. … 
It’s a story about people.”

After all, he added, the human 
characters are what any good horror 
novel is about. Without the empathy 
and sympathy created for those 
characters by the author, the monsters 
wouldn’t be nearly as scary.

The same could be said for Knost’s 
other fiction titles, including the 
compilations of short stories collected 
for the four volumes of “Legends of the 
Mountain State,” available online and 
at Tamarack alongside other titles by 
West Virginia authors.

“We have some tremendous writers 
in West Virginia,” Knost said. “All too 
often, I think too many people think 
of the local author as not as good 
as someone from somewhere else. 
It’s not true. Some writers here in 
West Virginia I would put up against 
anyone. … If you really want to be 
entertained and find stories you 

can relate with, that make you feel 
comfortable, that are familiar, read a 
local author. It is us. It is our family, 
our language. That’s tough to capture.”

Knost’s latest published book, 
“Marketing with Teeth,” is nonfiction, 
but his current project puts him back 
in the fiction realm. It’s a vampire 
trilogy. Without giving too much away, 
Knost said to expect the stories to be 

told from the viewpoint of a human-
turned-vampire who comes to work 
for the vampire world’s “Department 
of Eternal Affairs, a sort of internal 
affairs like a police department would 
have.” He’s also helping his 7-year-
old daughter complete her first book, 
“Bella Visits the State Capitol.”

To learn more, visit  
www.MichaelKnost.com
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